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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR PROVIDING MULTI-BEAM 

SCHEDULING 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field Of The Invention 

The present invention relates generally to communication systems that 
transmit, receive and process communication signals and, more particularly, to a 
system and method for providing multi-beam scheduling in a commxmication system. 

2. Description Of The Related Art 

This section is intended to introduce the reader to various aspects of art that 
may be related to various aspects of the present invention, which are described and/or 
claimed below. This discussion is believed to be helpful in providing the reader with 
background information to facilitate a better understanding of the various aspects of 
the present invention. Accordingly, it should be xmderstood that these statements are 
to be read in this light, and not as admissions of prior art. 

Communication systems that transmit and receive commimication signals 
continue to grow in importance. Such systems are used to provide television, radio, 
satellite communication, cell phone service, wireless computing networks and the like. 
An important aspect of such systems is the abiUty to efficiently process signals to 
continue to improve the quality of service provided to users. 
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Channelization Codes in Code Division Multiple Access (CDMA) Systems 

Cellular telephone systems may employ a variety of communication schemes to 
transmit data from a base station to a pool of mobile users within the transmission range 
of the base station at any given time. The area within the transmission range of a base 
5 station may be referred to as a "cell." One of the schemes employed to transmit data 

efficiently in a cell is known as code division multiple access (CDMA). 



In a CDMA cell, one or a few users are chosen (scheduled) at each time instant 
in which data are transmitted. The choice of users for scheduling may be based on 

10 several factors such as the instantaneous channel strength of the users, the amount of 

data that the users have waiting in their buffers and the like. The scheduled users 
share the system resources available in that time slot for transmission of their 
respective signals. The potentially scarce shared system resources that are required for 
transmission of users' signals, and affect their quality of service metrics within the 

1 5 system include transmission power, channelization codes and the like. 



In general, channelization codes are codes that may be used to create signals that 
may be distinguished from each other so that signals intended for reception by a 
particular user are not confused with signals intended for reception by other users. In 

20 other words, a channelization code may be employed to impart a imiquely identifiable 

pattern to each signal being transmitted by a base station. ChanneUzation codes may be 
employed to impart particular transmission characteristics to signals as well. For 
example, different channeUzation codes may be employed to impart orthogonaUty to 
signals transmitted simultaneously within the same cell to prevent those signals from 

25 interfering with each other. Orthogonal signals are signals that do not interfere with the 
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information contained in each other upon propagation through a channel that does not 
distort the signals. The use of channelization codes to provide orthogonal signals within 
the same cell is an example of conservation of system resources because the use of 
orthogonal signals allows greater amounts of data to be transmitted per unit of time. 

The use of channelization codes to allow the simultaneous transmission of 
non-interfering data is called code multiplexing. Generally speaking, a signal that is 
being transmitted to any user in a cell at the same time must have its own set of 
chaimelization codes to prevent interference with other simultaneously transmitted 
signals. Thus, the nvimber of chaimelization codes available at any particular time 
may be a limitation on the amount of data that may be transmitted within a system at 
any given time. 

Beamforming and Fixed Beam Networks 

Antennas and beamformers are important components that assist in the effective 
transmission and reception of transmitted communication signals. An antenna assembly 
typically transmits communication signals and receives transmitted conununication 
signals from the air. Many antennas have arrays that are comprised of multiple elements 
to assist in the transmission and reception of communication signals. 

Antenna arrays may be used to perform beamforming to enhance reception of 
signals from different angles of arrival, and transmit beamforming to enhance the quality 
of transmission of signals to different users. Phase offsets between signals received 
from a user on different elements of the antenna array depend on the angle of arrival of 
the user's signals at the antenna array. This phenomenon can be utilized to combine 
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signals arriving from a desired direction constructively at the base station receiver using 
a receive beamformer. A receive beamfonner is a device that receives inputs from the 
various elements of an antenna array and combines them into output signals or beams 
based on certain criteria. 

5 

In addition, transmit beamformers may be used to enhance signals prior to their 
transmission by an antenna array. Transmit beamfomiers may apply weighting 
coefficients to the signal intended for any user before transmission by an antenna array 
such that the desired signal strength for the user is enhanced and/or that the interference 

10 caused by this user's signal to other users is reduced. The weighting coefficients applied 

by a transmit beamfonner may be adjusted according to various measurements of the 
signals received from the desired user at the antenna array or any other knowledge of the 
user's angle of location from the antenna array. Using transmit beamforming weight 
coefficients, the signal intended for a desired user maybe thought of as being "steered" 

1 5 toward the direction of the desired user, such that the signals strength for the desired 

user is maximized and interference caused by this signal to users located at other angles 
is reduced. 



Beamformers may be employed to create configurations known as fixed beam 
20 networks. In a fixed beam network or system, a beamformer may be adapted to provide 

a pluraUty of beams by maximizing signal strengths towards a plurality of fixed or 
predefined directions. A set of beamformer weight coefficients are stored for each fixed 
beam serving a specific portion of the cell When users are within the proximity of one 
of the fixed beams, their signal reception from the base station is strong. The 
25 beamforming weight coefficients that are applied for any user in the system are chosen 
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to be the coefficients corresponding to the strongest fixed beam for that user. Fixed 
beam networks are generally a compromise between complexity and performance, since 
they are generally easier to implement than dynamically computing beamforming weight 
coefficients individually for each user in the system. 

5 

Sectorization is a strategy for attempting to improve the use of system resources 
in a fixed beam network. As an example, we may compare a hypothetical three-cell 
deployment scenario where the coverage area of a base station is split into three cells, 
each covering a 120 degree angular region, to a six-cell deployment scenario with size 

10 cells, each covering a 60 degree region. Each cell in either deployment scenario may 

employ its own set of chaimelization codes that may be used to schedule users that are 
within its coverage. A base station in a six-cell system therefore may use twice the 
total number of channelization codes of a base station in a three-cell system. 
Sectorization, however, may be difficult to implement without significantly changing 

1 5 antenna configurations. 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Embodiments of the present invention relate to communication systems. Such 
communication systems may include a beamformer that is adapted to provide a 

20 plurality of beams, each of the plurahty of beams providing communication for a 

corresponding coverage envelope, the plurality of coverage envelopes comprising at 
least one pair of overlapping coverage envelopes and at least one pair of non- 
overlapping coverage envelopes, and a scheduler that assigns system resources from a 
group of shared system resources to a plurality of receivers distributed throughout the 

25 coverage envelopes, the scheduler being adapted to assign the same system resources 
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from the group of shared system resources for use during a simuUaneous data 
transmission to a receiver in each of the coverage envelopes that comprises the at least 
one pair of non-overlapping coverage envelopes. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Advantages of the invention may become apparent upon reading the following 
detailed description and upon reference to the drawings in which: 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a commxmication system in accordance 
with embodiments of the present invention; 

Fig. 2 is a block diagram showing the deployment of fixed beams in a fixed 
beam network in accordance with embodiments of the present invention; 

Fig. 3 a block diagram showing an exemplary list of available channelization 
codes for each of a plurality of beams in accordance with embodiments of the present 
invention; and 

Fig. 4 is a process flow diagram illustrating a process in accordance with 
embodiments of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF SPECIFIC EMBODIMENTS 

One or more specific embodiments of the present invention will be described 
below, hi an effort to provide a concise description of these embodiments, not all 
features of an actual implementation are described in the specification. It should be 
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appreciated that in the development of any such actual implementation, as in any 
engineering or design project, numerous implementation-specific decisions must be 
made to achieve the developers' specific goals, such as compliance with system- 
related and business-related constraints, which may vary fi-om one implementation to 
5 another. Moreover, it should be appreciated that such a development effort might be 

complex and time consuming, but would nevertheless be a routine undertaking of 
design, fabrication, and manufacture for those of ordinary skill having the benefit of 
this disclosure. 

10 Embodiments of the present invention may improve quality of service metrics 

such as throughput in communication systems by improving the reusability of 
relatively scarce system resources. In particular, embodiments of the present 
invention may improve throughput in a fixed beam network by providing a system and 
method in which user signals employ beam multiplexing as well as code multiplexing 

15 so that signal transmissions in non-overlapping beams reuse channelization codes. 

Referring to the drawings. Fig. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a 
communication system in accordance with embodiments of the present invention. 
The communication system, which may comprise a cellular base station, is generally 
20 referred to by the reference nimieral 10. A beamformer 12 is connected to receive and 

transmit signals firom a plurality of antenna elements 16, 18 and 20. The antenna 
elements 16, 18 and 20 present an antenna pattem 22. The antenna pattern 22 is 
illustrative of the directions from which the antenna is likely to have the best reception 
of transmitted communication signals. 

25 
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The antenna pattern 22 may comprise lobes, such as the lobes 24 and 28. 
Additionally, the antenna pattem may comprise troughs such as the trough 26. The 
beamformer 12 may employ dynamically controllable weighting coefficients to 
mathematically give greater weight to signals received fi-om the predefined directions 
when producing its output signal. 

The beamformer 12 may be connected to a scheduler 14, which may comprise 
scheduler hardware and/or software that performs the function of scheduling the 
output of transmitted data with respect to the pool of users within the transmission 
range of the antenna elements 16, 18 and 20 at any given time. As set forth above, the 
beamformer may be adapted to provide a fixed beam commxmication network by 
employing weighting coefficients for transmitted and received signal components 
indicative of a plurality of predefined directions. An example of such a fixed beam 
network is discussed below with respect to Fig. 2. 

Fig. 2 is a block diagram showing the deployment of fixed beams in a fixed 
beam network in accordance with embodiments of the present invention. The fixed 
beam network is generally referred to by the reference numeral 100. As illustrated in 
Fig. 2, embodiments of the present invention relate to improving system throughput 
by employing the reuse of channelization codes for beam scheduling. 

In Fig. 2, the fixed beam network 100 is established by a three-element 
antenna array that comprises antenna elements 102, 104 and 106. The antenna array 
may comprise a portion of a cell tower or the like. A beamformer such as the 
beamformer 12 (Fig. 1) is adapted to provide three fixed beams 110, 112 and 1 14. 
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Each of the fixed beams 1 10, 1 12 and 114 provide a coverage envelope where 
reception is the strongest. In Fig. 2, the fixed beams 1 10, 1 12 and 114 respectively 
provide coverage envelopes 118, 120 and 122. 

5 The fixed beam system 100 may include scheduler circuitry or software such 

as the scheduler 14 (Fig. 1). The scheduler may assign or schedule the delivery of 
data to individual users within a cell at a given time. The scheduler 14 may also 
assign channelization codes to data transmissions and assign a particular beam to a 
particular user when the user is in the proximity of one of the coverage envelopes 118, 
10 120 or 122. In addition, other fiinctions may be performed by the scheduler 14.. 

When a user is between one of the fixed beams, the user's reception would be 
degraded compared to when the user is within one of the coverage envelopes 118, 120 
or 122. 

15 As set forth above, a base station may have limited system resources that must 

be used in an efficient manner to service the users within a cell at any particular time. 
The radio resources at the disposal of the scheduler at the base station in any time slot 
may include the available transmit power, P^^^^^ , the available number of 

channelization codes, and the like. In general, the beams 110, 112 and 114 may 

20 comprise a set of M beams. The beams partition a cell intoM distinct spatial 

portions, such as the coverage envelopes 118, 120 and 124. 

The coverage envelopes provided by some of the M beams may have 
significant overlaps with the coverage areas provided by other beams. In a given 



10 



G llamudi 7-19 



network, each pair of fixed beams may be deemed either overlapping or non- 
overlapping, depending on the amount of energy that one beam transmits in the 
coverage portion of the other beam. In the example shown in Fig. 2, the coverage 
envelope 118 provided by the beam 110 overlaps with the coverage envelope 120 
5 provided by the beam 112. Similarly, the coverage envelope 120 provided by the 

beam 112 overlaps with the coverage envelope 122 provided by the beam 114. The 
coverage envelope 118, however, does not have significant overlap with the coverage 
envelope 122. Accordingly, embodiments of the present invention may be employed 
to provide beam multiplexing with respect to the coverage envelopes 118 and 122. 
10 Specifically, the same channelization codes may be used for users who are within non- 

overlapping coverage envelopes with an improvement in system throughput and no 
noticeable degradation in other quality of service metrics. 

By way of example, a mobile receiver 128, which may comprise a cellular 
15 telephone, may be within the coverage envelope 118 and a mobile receiver 126, which 

may comprise a cellular telephone, may be in the overlap area between the coverage 
envelopes 118 and 120. In that case, the same channelization code could not be used 
for signals being transmitted to the mobile receivers 126 and 128 because those 
signals would potentially interfere with each other. On the other hand, the 
20 channelization code used for the signal transmitted to the mobile receiver 128 could 

be the same as the channelization code used to transmit a signal to a mobile receiver 
124, which may be a cellular telephone, located in the coverage envelope 122 because 
the coverage envelope 118 does not overlap with the coverage envelope 122. 
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Fig. 3 a block diagram showing an exemplary list of available channelization 
codes for each of a plurality of beams in accordance with embodiments of the present 
invention. The channelization code list, which is generally referred to by the reference 
numeral 200, may be stored for use by a conmiimication system such as the 
communication system 10 (Fig. 1). A scheduler such as the scheduler 14 (Fig. 1) may 
employ the information stored in the channelization code list 200 in scheduling 
transmissions to users. 

The channelization code list 200 may comprise a list of channelization codes 
that are available for use at a given time. Available channelization codes are 
identified by the reference numerals 202, 204, 206, 208 and 210 in Fig. 3. Each of the 
channelization codes 202-210 may be associated with one or more of a plurality of 
beams that are provided by the communication system to which the channelization 
code list 200 corresponds. 

Each of the available channelization codes contained in the chaimelization 
code list 200 may be associated with a coverage envelope provided by one or more of 
the beams generated in a fixed beam network. Li particular, a specific channelization 
code may be available for simultaneous use in the coverage envelopes created by more 
than one beam if that channelization code is not being simultaneously used in 
conjunction with a beam that provides an overlapping coverage envelope. 

The exemplary channelization code list shown in Fig. 3 relates to the 
exemplary fixed beam network 100 shown in Fig. 2. The channelization code list 200 
may be continuously updated by the scheduler as transmissions to different users take 
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place. In the example shown in Fig. 3, the channelization code 202 is not presently 
being used because it is shown as being available for use for a transmission in 
association with any of the beams 110, 112 or 114 (Fig. 2). The channelization code 
204 is available for use in association with the beam 1 10 (Fig. 2), which may indicate 
5 that the channelization code 204 is being simultaneously used in association with the 

beam 114, which provides a non-overlapping coverage envelope. Similarly, the 
channelization code 206 is available for use in association with the beam 114 (Fig. 2), 
which may indicate that the channelization code 206 is being simultaneously used in 
association with the beam 1 10 (Fig. 2), which provides a non-overlapping coverage 
10 envelope. Thus, the same channelization code may be used simultaneously in both the 

coverage envelopes 118 and 122. 

The channelization code 208 is illustrated as being available for use with any 
of the beams 110, 1 12 or 1 14, which indicates that the chaimelization code 208 is not 

1 5 being used in association with any beam at the time depicted in Fig. 3. The 

channelization code 210 is illustrated as not being available for use in association with 
any beam. This may indicate that the channelization code 210 is being used for a 
transmission in association with the beam 112, which provides overlapping coverage 
with the coverage envelopes provided by both the beams 110 and 114. Altematively, 

20 the channelization code 210 may be imavailable because it is being used 

simultaneously with respect to transmissions in association with both the beam 110 
and the beam 114. 

Those of ordinary skill in the art will appreciate that the information shown in 
25 the channelization code Ust 200 is given for illustrative purposes only. Embodiments 
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of the present invention may be used in connection with channelization code lists that 
comprise additional infomiation or infomiation that is organized according to 
different formats, including multiple lists and the like. 

Embodiments of the present invention may employ a wide range of criteria for 
scheduling transmissions to users in an efficient manner. Examples of criteria that 
may be used may include the following: 

1. the sum total of the transmit powers used for all the scheduled users does not 
exceed P^^ ; 

2. each scheduled user is allocated a subset of the W^^^^ available channehzation 
codes; 

3. no two users served by the same beam or overlapping beams share a common 
channelization code; 

4. different users served by the same or overlapping beams may be scheduled 
using non-overlapping sets of channelization codes; and 

5. different users served by non-overlapping beams may be scheduled using 
overlapping sets of channelization codes. 

Users may be scheduled such that no two scheduled users overlap both in 
channelization codes and beams. Thus, embodiments of the present invention may 
employ channelization code multiplexing in overlapping beams and channelization 
code reuse between non-overlapping beams. 
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Fig. 4 is a process flow diagram illustrating a process in accordance with 
embodiments of the present invention. The process is generally referred to by the 
reference numeral 300. At block 302, the process begins. As set forth in block 304, a 
scheduler in a communication system maintains a list of available system resources. 
The list may include an indicator of the available power for a given transmission, an 
enumeration of the channelization codes that are available for each beam in a fixed 
beam system or the like. In a generalized system having M beams, the list of available 
resources may include all available channelization codes (Wavaid for all available M 
beams at the beginning of the scheduling procedure. 

At block 306, users are ranked in a prioritized list using a scheduling priority 
metric. The scheduling priority metric may consider estimates of the instantaneous 
channel strength of all the users, their buffer occupancies, achieved quality of service 
relative to desired quality of service for different users, or other faimess criteria. 

At block 308, system resources are assigned to users based on the 
prioritization that took place at block 306. For example, if channelization codes are 
available for the beam that is providing service to a user, that user may be assigned 
one or more available channelization codes for an upcoming transmission. As set 
forth above with respect to Fig. 3, channelization codes may be reused so long as the 
coverage envelopes provided by the respective beams do not overlap. The 
channelization code list may be updated to reflect the assignment of channelization 
codes to the user, as set forth at block 310. The channelization code or codes assigned 
to the user may be shown as not available for the beams that provide overlapping 
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coverage envelopes, but the code or codes assigned to the user may still be listed as 
available for use with beams that provide non-overlapping coverage envelopes. 

If there are additional users to be serviced and remaining system resources 
(block 3 1 2) the acts associated with blocks 308 and 310 may be repeated. When there 
are no additional users to be serviced or system resources are exhausted, the process 
ends (block 314). 

Embodiments of the present invention may provide improved system 
performance with respect to base stations that employ sectorization. Additionally, 
embodiments of the present invention may provide deployment flexibility in 
operational networks. 

While the invention may be susceptible to various modifications and 
altemative forms, specific embodiments have been shown by way of example in the 
drawings and have been described in detail herein. However, it should be imderstood 
that the invention is not intended to be limited to the particular forms disclosed. 
Rather, the invention is to cover all modifications, equivalents, and altematives falling 
within the spirit and scope of the invention as defined by the following appended 
claims. 
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